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Not only do

Filipino American
women have to deal
with issues particular
to their gender,

they must

come to terms

with issues particular
to their culture

and status

as a minority as well.

March 3.5, 2000
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Famed author Sutan Faludi once asked, “1IF American

WDImETn arc 0 quII. ﬂl'.i} d‘:l 1|"|r_r FEFrERemi rwn-rhlrrr- ol
il [ll.'ll'.l JleJJI:I.E' :! WD hi-'-l.' .I'Illlj‘.' Ii.. r|'|rn I\-'|-"'|:I-' are
I'I.'Jfl'-' L 11] Perecne DE 'I-'EI:”;':IJ'.E women '-|I| '\-rIH:LC ;I'I rrF""
rlnr|l| r¢n|u|f' I:IL'!l'-'\-.i‘lu SECrClanch; .I-‘lll'-irl:-'.rr:lrir-.' II\-||r|r|'\ll|l
m'.'q:-rl;{u'. Jlld LJ.II'.'!.CI.ETLZ‘.? ]r WOITicon IJ!]-H.' it i“.l lllll"'l '\I-I'l'u
l:]"lﬂ.r .I:Ir'l' E.H'--E lI'II: MCsT ]:IH'IM'. rI.'L|IIi'CI'IIEI'I1"¢ Liw achieve

¢|]1|JI|I:|' 15| II'l-I! wnrk FUFI:E? “’ WOImen ahc %0 Il‘r':'.'.l Wll:l-' Liy

ri1|;'|' ffj!lIL"a!'Jl:.'J'a'f F.'I:fjﬂ.'l'ls ||.'|. Hrcalc: i!:.ilplrd:l-'? 1':':‘11.1, 'I"
they still shoulder 70 percent of the heuschold ckores?® It
WAl “'I'.h :hl.'l-l' 1.'_JDEEd 'ﬂ':l[l:-.l .'hﬁ‘l :|'1':||'II ["--I ¥i ‘t-l'-l'":':'f""
'.l.'r]i:1:-lr.cd |]Ir ﬂl:|r|gﬂltl L1 14 |E'|‘|.' II: I"l"l':-' ."ul'l:-l:-‘itarl Wamen
Metwork 2000 conference, stressing thar to add heing
]::||p|r|r.- American 1o the cquatian of womanhood iz te
magnify such concerns tenteld. Nor anly do Filiping
American women have to deal with issues E“-"-n'i-'nl:lal e
their gnl.-:irr, I:.'11:].' st ecme o erms with issues [LERRLE TR
lar to their culture and status az 3 minorioy as well

In 1980, a group of Filipine American women poied
:I".' T Ant o d‘LrI:IlIL !.i_.'.l.'ll:l:l'll =|'|‘i.!- came |.JF “‘-:I-l 34 VitanT T
establish an organization that would address concerns par-
ticular to Filipino American women, Calling themselves the
Filiping American Women's Metwork (FAWN), the organi-
gation simed to barcle insticutionalized racism, especially in
the workplace, pool rerources 1o as to stay abreast of io-
ciapolitical issues, and build a culwral bridge linking them
to the greawer commueity. Now in its 20th year of exis-
tence, FAWN's consutuency has grown sationwide. bat the
organization finds itsell still wrestling with the same isves
It's in hight of such 2 stare of alfairs thet FAWHN convened
for its biannual conference st the San Mates Marfiott in
the San Francizco Bay Ares last March 3 to 5.

With hopes of enlighwening, educating. and empower-
ing. FAWN 2000 was a perfect networking opportunity. of-
fering roughly 300 participants of varying ages and
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Political empowerment panel

:p-:ulu:m Tessie Guillermo and

Glora Megina Ochoa.

solidarity. The confer-
of |."\.'|I|':|.I.I'.':|:':| EELLEr-
ACEIVE |:li1'|l:|'..
workshops, dialogues
and provided enter-

[EINEENT OVEr a I:.I:TEC'

day period
Facilirated by Ph.D.s,
activists, policicians,
businesswomen—
icons of the Filipine
American commuani-
ty—cach panel pro-
poscd cmpowErment
wia several vehieles
family and culture,
education, pelitic,
business and econam-
icd, health and com
o £y

The fiest session
to kickstare the con-
Ecrence revolved
around family anmd
culvaral empowerment. Keynote speaker Dr, Ruth Cobb
Hill, a psychologisy from UC Berkeley, stressed that for
people of color, especially immigranes, the psyche in-
evitably expericnces cension when existing on the threil
ald of rwo disparave cultures. The Filipina must idennly
ver place and role in the American eulmiral concexe. The

remzining speakers—Dir. Patricia Heras, Teiniry Cledona,

Joy Cafieda and Dir. Penelope Flores—whe spoke an such
ssucs as teenagers in cridis, homesexuality and eivil
rights, domestic violence and Filipine culture,respectively
sgressed thar to ger o the point of self-definiction, the
Filipina must take several Faciars inte account: family dy-
namics, cultural values both at odds and in accordance
with the mainstream, sexual oricntation, and aging. Onee
she reconciles with issues ac home, the Filipina can then
empower herself ouwide of her immediate social realm—
that is, through the next logical steps: education and poli-
tics.

The subsequent panel, comprised of Dr. Araceli
Suzara, Leni Juarez, Dr. Rosemarie del Resario, Myrna
Araneia and Dr. Allyson Tintiangeo, thus raised such i
sues as bilingual education, understanding the Fil-Am
child, cross-cultural learning, the state of Philippine
Studies in the U5, and the proaciive role parents should
take in their childrens education. Del Rosario, the mon
outspoken crowd-pleaser of the bunch, told parenes thae
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Speakers Sonia Aranza (left), Gloria T. Cooile (fifth from left), Dr. Joy Bruce (third

from right), Gloria Megina Ochoa {second from right) and ¥i Baluyot (rdght) pose
with conference participants ; (balow) delepates to the conference included many
members of the youth.
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“public schools know nothing about
Filipina euleure,” and thar to leave
education solely to the school system
is typical of "the quagmire of con-
tributing to our own oppression.”
Taking a proactive stance toward mat-
ters was a topic elucidared on by po-
litical Farum speakers Gloria T
Canile, Juanita Tamayo Lott, Gloria
Megina Ochoa and Tessie Guillermo.
The forum itself dealr with such top-
ics as voring, the upcoming U.5.
Census, the need o be an acuvist and
policy advocacy. Caoile’s fiery speech
exposed FAWN's inherenr political
agenda of mahilizing the Fil-Am
eommunicy. She and Fellow paneliscs
urged compartriot 1o ger out the voge
and Fill sur the Census. “Politics is 2
stare of war,” Caoile declared, and
voring and parcicipating in the
Census represents cthe Filipino com-
munity in the polivical process
Adequare representavion leads o the
proliteration af resources and alri-
maeely, power. On that nove. che day
concluded with various workihops
which fearured a queer caucus, art in
action workshop, cultural workshop
a dialogue on toxic waste in the
Philippines and a workshop on set-
(iNE Up WOMEen s OIEaniZAtions,

The second day of the conference
dealt with issues of business, healch
and spirituality and community. The
professional and economic pan-
elists—Cora M. Tellez, Perla Daly,
Somia Aranza, Evelyn Dilsaver and
Rosemarie Consunji—expressed the
fneed bor women to use the internet (o
their advantage. Their presentations
alsa deals with the Imporiance of in-
vesting. breaking the glass ceiling and
how to resolve conflicts in the work-
place. Daly Founder af
':l:.EnnE;pin.:.:r' Cam INew]'ihpmJ.rnmj_
told her success svory of starting &
website ehat offers o positive forum
for Pinays on a global scale
Diishearvened by the aumerous web-
sives revolving around the sex rraf-
ficking of Filipinas, Daly used the
internet 1o promote & MOre cmpow-
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ered image of Filipinas—as role mod-
els, achievers, writers. artists, mochers
and professionals. Tellez and Dilsaver
alss gave advice on how to bridge cul-
tural gaps, whar they called “the glass
ceiling.” in the workplace. Tellex
seressed that sueh culrural craice as
havtng an “overworked sense of humil-
ity and modesty” and "being defferen-
tial to aucthoricy” may somerimes be
counterproductive in the American
waorkplace, and shoald therefore be
dewnplayed, Dilsavers spesch on con-
flict resolucion echoed Tellez' senti-
ment, cmphasizing thar asking for help
doesnt reflect negatively on the pro-
fessional, but, rather; creates a support
nerwark,

HE:I:J\ p-irll'“:.l:: ur. Gfmmi
Guillermoe, Sharie Soriano-MNereu,
Melen MeBride and De. Ofelia Dirige
gave advice on how o improve ones
physical, paychological, and spiricual
well-being by means of exercise, deal-
ing with depression, and recognizing a
higher, although not necessarily reli-
gious, power. Dinge presented healchi-
cr versions of Filipine cuisine, while
Guillermo focused on wavs of dtl“ﬂ!
with everyday stress and frustrating
situations,

The community forum—Lillian
Galedo, Lourdes Tancinco, Lyan
Palma and France Viana—was the last
of the confercnce’s pancls, wouching on
such subjects as Filipine Werld War 11
veterans and cheir fighs for equiry,
hate erimes and racial discrimination
and Filipines' power as consumers.
Viana gave perhaps the most eve-open
ing speech on power through con-
sumerism. When an audience member
said it was ironic thar Gap, a corpora-
tion allegedly running sweatshops, do-
nated T-shires to FAWM, Viana
commented. “You can persusde com-
panies by approaching them as a con-
sumer. A% an acrivist, your agenda is
elearly political. and corporations are
less likely to listen. But as a consumer
voicing the same complaints, the com-
pany fccd Vol as h:vinx power :hmugh
your pocketbook. For companies
nowadays, "diversicy’ has become &
buzz word and an imperative.” The
health, business and community em-
powerment panels outlined topics o
be digscutred in the laver wnri::hnp;:
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{Above) Dr. Rosemarie del Rosario, a arowd favorite, pove o lively presentation
during the education empowerment panel; Longtime FAWN members sing a song
ot the closing ceremonies to celebrate It 20th enniversary; (from left) Rosemarie
del Rosario, Lina Susbilla, Dr. Penelope Flores, Linda Nietes, Alice Bulos, Alma
Chand and Fely Santos.
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1
ponsl mentoring and brea

CANRCET WOl a0
The enerpgy and aurs

excitement created by
FAWHM 2000 culminaced
with Saturday's gala dinner
wherchy the crowd was en
teriained by an amalgames-
tion of aris and educanior
Members of dance company
Teatro ng Tanan callabaras
ed with acting troupe
Tongue in A meod o pre
1ent a pnever-hefare-ieen
dance perlormance bated on
Fhilippine folklore. and a
comedy sketch cambining
the individual expericnces
of {ive Filipina Ameficant
H:u..up with tuch lopics a
!'1'||||.]| .'rl;'ll.-|-..|||||-'. at 3
voung age. cating disordens

FEECT LT E, i'.-‘l !'.r:-n.—|:7| H

legal U ciizen. the live
pEriOrmert gave moving man IRt ihat
I_-__-.;.:_;_-!-_I-_; FASWM's femimisg isiues ta dfLii-
fie |||'.h' RE&B MARINE group Minaw fal-
lowed the skits wich a3n inipirations

Palty Cortex (left) ond other delegates of the Gid Scouts of
America booth; (below) members of the steering committae
and “palovanting”’ committer ot the Soturday pola dinner.

LONE [l:-'in!: the way for Fimal 1|lr='lr| of
the evening, polirical heavyweight lrene
Maeividad

As the |.-:-|_r Fillipina American 1

|.a|'.F |_....__ r.'_'.\_|r|: NCEs 6F THE M

Women's Political Caveus, Natividad s
ipeech at the Satwrday dinner wecmed o

coho Susan Faludin concerns

recapping much of FAYWN
1000" pressing isswey and
sharing invaluabile lesvans al
empowerment. Despite the
large female population in rhe
Unived Staves, "women,
Marividad pointed oue, “are
not yet in charge—naot in gov-
crnment. net in business.”
Far inttanee, shik wugh EO pes-
cent of buying decisions in
the United Seaner are made by
wamen, only % percent of es-
Elecutive positions are held by
: :'n.'l.l. smen. aecarding o e Wall
Be Spreer fournal. Metividad also
noted the abience af women
gin government, cinng the ex-
istence of only three Female
governors and that out of 104
tenaiors, anly nine are

wamen. Llalv 12 peidenl ol
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Congress, moreover, I8 comprised al
women. Matividad's advice o the
Filipina American crowd? Ga glahal,
be policical, be marker and tech-savvy,
Firae off, be palivieal by gewing o
the vore. “As women and as Filipino
Amedicent, we need 1o vole, | ach snd
every one should encourage those
|.|||.||;|||] i T wOle Ellllil-'."l i'. :!u:'l.l"l'! o
numhbers.” Second, mke advantage of
the opportunities technology affers,
"Technology equalizes everybody. And
informarion is power, Technalogy
must be used by us to create a Jevel
playing field.” That said, Natividad
reczived 2 standing ovanon.

The conference attrocted delepotes
fn:lm all aver the codniry, lilee the

ones from Florida, Ohlo ond Georgio

nesscan [\ @IAKEORES
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Membars of Teatro
ng Tanan and Tongue
in A Mood parform
at the Saturday gale
dinner; {below)
members of FAWR-
Minnesota cama in
lorpe numbers to the
canference.

The dinner concluded with the
Habaplan avward ceremony, Stemming
from eribal language, babaylan was a
term reserved for saged, medicine
wWomen, |:|:ri1:u-r|.:--.:.'|. leaders—in
enience, pillars of varlows tribal com-
munitics in the pre-colonial
Philippines. FAWN adopred the term
for an award given to active, up-and-
coming Filipino American wamen,
This year, FAWN awarded Babaylan
plagues to singing group Pinay,
bagongpinay.com founder Perla Dhaly,
Immigration and Civil Righn
Advisor to the Prasident, [rene
Bueno and Asinn Pacific lelander
American Health Forom executive
direcror Tessie Guillermo for their
gurstanding contributions to the Fil-
Am community. Upon receiving her
gward, Clinton Administration adwi-
wor lrene Hueno hroke down in tears
as she thanked bLes family and fellow
Fil-Am supporters for the durprising

honat.
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The heightened mood of the din
ner signifved the ead of FAYWN 2000,
which bid a Fand Farewell to it Mar
ricipants the following day. Resctions
ta the confereace were, for the mos
part, positive. "t wat o inspiring o
tli' Larro snded Ly ail -:f i mERtnm
soid Yerna Fabells. who is studying
For Ber Ph. D). i clingeal paye ST 101 % ¢
in  Los  Angeles, Calilornia
"I.~rr}'='r--r|!; shaue the event fhe
speakers, the issues addressed, even
the emieriginmeni—wii 3 fucecii |
wat able to exchange informarion
with 4 wicde VEEIEEY Gl |,|r-.::|r 3
But wich only swoa-and-a-hali
1|.u'.: [l COVED 3 1|||',||'.||;|||!r r||' to i,
FAWHN organizzrs fownd it hard to ar-
ticulate the spendas ol every 1Rlcreil
group. On the final dav of FAWN
2000, a cerramn rime wai slloned fog
an informal -\'_i-:!utl,_e. '.-.'.11:.:1:::_'.' parre-
I.EIIrll'- 1.-J:I|I.| .'I.J.ll’l' i .'|.1i| T W 1alt] R
gestions ahoor what FAWN did or
Ill-\.: nok lill, l'|l‘| !'.'II"JI' bt i'.'...'l
they wane FAYWRM o cover and elabo-
rate an wn che 002 camfcrence
Luzviminda Carpencer, a biracial sma-
dent hailing from & militwey houte-

(Abave) Marie
Romero of Arkipelogo
Backs and Marinae
Frankenfield of
Magenic Technologles
attendad ar bath van-
dory and delepates;
FAWN 2000 steering
committes mermbars
(from left) Vida
Banavidaz, Chair
Mano Lisa Yuchenges,
Laami C, Alrmandrala,
Lity Rute and ¥irna
Tintlangen.
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Stwdemt volunieers from the

Filiping Sorority Koppa Psi
Eptllon prepare to welcome
speakers to the conference.

hold, stressed the necd o addeess
clase dgemes and heing multiracial, Sil
Savellano, an openly pay professional
from Alameda, California, pointed
out that when FAWMN rravels ourside
|||4_- YEPY ;-q,|_r|'\-|.i|||'__ |||:-r|:-|:|i|||:r'|‘| Ll -
rexr ol the San Francisco H;:,' frea,
the "=I|'_Jlli|'i-||l=l|'l LI-..-|||||: always L-—:-|:
in mind the concerns of gay, lesbian
and bisezusl Filipine Americans
Abave all, despice the high turn our of
callege students, 4 point of con-
tention among the youth present
'.-:'|:|r|r|| ] Ilr t|'.|;' |;..i: ||1. '..||rr1k|'|lu .I:i-
dr:.‘,‘_r.g _g.':,_:u;;'. ispues, Youch -'.Eli:j__'.ll:-:
Camille Moentilla said. "As 2 youth
miyszlf, I believe we are all a1 the same
level. I think abour everything—my
background, my  education.
Everything.” Businews empowerinem
panelist Soniz Aranea, however, best
sumimed wp the conlerence’s meisage
"Wharever you do,” she advised, “do

SPECIAL EAWH SUPPLERENT

Trialty Ordona spoke an the
emerpence of pay, leshian, bi-
sewual and trenipendar
activizm In the Philippiner



